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R 051545Z JAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5912 
INFO COMICEDEFOR 
CINCLANT 
CNO WASHDC 
SECDEF WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 0009 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS PFOR IC UK 

SUBJECT: ICELAND-UK FISHERIES DISPUTE: PM REJECTS DRASTIC STEPS 
AGAINST UK FOR NOW 

1 . PRIME MINISTER GEIR HALLGRIMSSON, APPEARING ON "OPEN LINE" RADIO 
PROGRAM JANUARY 4, TOOK MODERATE POSITION IN RESPONSE TO SEVERAL 
LISTENERS' PROPOSALS FOR STRONG MEASURES AGAINST UK IN CURRENT 
FISHERIES DISPUTE. 
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2. ASKED WHETHER SITUATION, IN WAKE OF RECENT RAMMINGS OF ICELANDIC 
SHIPS, DID NOT CALL FOR BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, PM SAID 

GOI NEEDED EMBASSY IN LONDON TO MAKE ITS SIDE OF STORY KNOWN; 
MOREOVER, BREAK WOULD SERVE NO POSITIVE PURPOSE. HE ADDED, 

HOWEVER, THAT IF RAMMINGS CONTINUED, SEVERING OF RELATIONS WOULD BE 
CONSIDERED. 

3. SEVERAL QUESTIONS FOCUSED ON POSSIBLE USE OF NATO MEMBERSHIP AND 
IDF PRESENCE AS LEVERAGE IN DISPUTE. HALT ,GR TMSSON WAS ASKED 
WHETHER ICELAND WOULD WITHDRAW FROM NATO IF COAST GUARD VESSEL 
WERE SUNK BY BRITISH. HE AVOIDED DIRECT ANSWER, STRESSING INSTEAD 
DANGEROUS SITUATION THAT PREVAILS, BUT ADDING THAT LEAVING NATO 
WOULD SERVE NO USEFUL END. MOREOVER, HE SAID, MOST NATO MEMBERS 
SUPPORTED ICELAND IN DISPUTE. ASKED WHICH MEMBERS THESE WERE, 

PM SAID HE COULD NOT OFFER CONCRETE PROOF BUT HAD IMPRESSION THAT 
MOST EXCEPT UK WERE IN SYMPATHY WITH ICELAND. 

4. HALLGRIMSSON WAS ASKED IF LAST MONTH'S RAMMING AT 
SEYDISFJORDUR INSIDE ICELAND'S FOUR-MILE LIMIT WAS "NATO 
MATTER." HE ANSWERED THAT WHILE FISHERIES ISSUE AS WHOLE WAS NOT 
ALLIANCE CONCERN, INCIDENTS INSIDE FOUR-MILE TERRITORIAL WATERS 
"COULD BE NATO MATTER,," ALTHOUGH THERE HAD BEEN NO GOI APPROACH TO 
ALLIANCE ON SUBIECT. 

5. LISTENER ASKED WHETHER GOI HAD ASKED FOR IDF HELP IN DISPUTE. 

PRIME MINISTER REPLIED IN NEGATIVE AND ADDED THAT NO SUCH 

REQUEST WAS UNDER CONSIDERATION. ASKED ABOUT RECENT THREAT BY SOME 
ICELANDIC FISHERIES INDUSTRY EMPLOYEES TO PHYSICALLY SHUT DOWN 
KEFLAVIK BASE IF NATO DID NOT FURNISH PROTECTION FROM BRITISH, 
HALLGRIMSSON SAID MATTER HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED IN CABINET AND 
SUCH ACTION WOULD SERVE NO PURPOSE. 
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